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President Truman Visits the Academy 


Spends Several Hours Enjoying Informal Entertainment 


A 21-gun salute boomed over the parade 
grounds of the Coast Guard Academy on 
20 September when President Harry S. 
Truman, accompanied by Secretary of 
Treasury John W. Snyder and VADM 
Merlin O'Neill, Commandant of the Coast 
Guard, visited the school where the Presi- 
dent in a leisurely and social fashion 
spent several hours. 

Following the reception of the Presi- 
dent at the parade ground by RADM A. G. 
Hall, Superintendent of the Academy, 
Governor John Lodge of Connecticut and 
Mayor Moses A. Savin of New London, he 
reviewed the cadet platoons and inspected 
an honor platoon led by Cadet Hal F. 
Olson, a member of the first class. 

Speaking informally in the cadet mess 
hall, President Truman urged the 541 
cadets to learn well the lesson of leader- 
ship if the country were to retain the fore- 
most position among the nations of the 
world. 

He also contrasted the difference in 
price between ships of today and those 
built during 1790 when the Coast Guard 
was founded by stating that Alexander 
Hamilton had declared himself willing to 
pay $1,500 each for the “very best” cutter 
while the cost of the battleship Missouri 
at launching time was supposed to be 
$101 million. 

Turning to this country’s responsibil- 
ities, President Truman characterized 
them to be the greatest assumed by any 
country in the world’s history and asked 
that the cadets study their country’s role 
in the world. 

He spoke with pride concerning the 
Eastwind’s recent Arctic achievement 
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saying, “That, my young friends, is what 
makes this country great. People are 
willing to do their duty by the Govern- 
ment, and do it because it is their duty, 
and not with any hope of personal 
aggrandizement.” 

During his short visit, the President 
visited the new Memorial Chapel with 
others of his party and heard Chief 
Musician Peter Whitol play several 
selections. 

An amusing remark was made by the 
President when he told how the cadets at 
his table had offered to swap the training 
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WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN AT THE ACADEMY—Upper photo shows the President together 


with RADM Norman B. Hall, CAPT Lee H. Baker and CDR E. Roland, of the CG 
Academy, reviewing the cadets on the Parade Ground at New London on 20 


September. 


bark Eagle for the presidential yacht, 
Williamsburg, thinking they would have 
smoother voyages on the latter. But Mr. 
Truman answered this offer by saying 
that the Williamsburg could “pitch 
higher and roll further than I think your 
sailing ship can.” 

The inevitable Missouri citizen turned 
up when he shook hands with nine cadets 
of that state, including Charles B. Glass 
of the third class who is from Independ- 
ence, the President’s home town. 


13,650 Boardings Made 
By 8th District Units 


Commandant’s commendation letters 
and special plaques from CAPT A. F. 
Leamy, District Commander, have been 
awarded to five 8th District commanding 
officers and their crews for their out- 
standing efforts in the District’s recent, 
record-breaking boarding drive. 





LCDR John L. Barron, Commanding 
Officer of the Cutter Triton; LCDR J. C. 
Saunders, in charge of the New Orleans 
Port Security Unit; CBOSN George W. 
Cole, Commanding Officer of the Santa 
Rosa Lifeboat Station; Claude W. Goode 
Jr., BMC (L), CO of CG—56305; an1 Wil 
liam L. Powles, Officer-in-Charge of the 
Apalachicola Light Station; all reecived 
the double award. Each unit led its 
class in number of vessels boarded. 

Thirteen - thousand - six - hundred-fifty 
boardings were made by 8th District per- 
sonnel during fiscal 1952, an increase of 
9,576 over the previous year. 1,137 vio- 
lations were reported. 

The drive began in July, 1951, when 
CAPT R. H. French, then Sth District 
Chief of Operations, set a 10,000 vessel 
boarding goal for the coming year. Dur- 
ing fiscal 1951, only 4,000 of the 47,000 
civilian vessels in the District had been 
inspected. 
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8TH DISTRICT BOARDING AWARD PLAQUE 


By October, however, less than eight 
percent of the proposed 10,000 boardings 
had been made. To promote competitive 
interest in the drive, units were divided 
into five categories—cruising cutters, pa- 
trol boats, lifeboat stations, port security 
units, and light attendant stations. The 
plaques were to be awarded to the leader 
of each class. 

Captain Leamy issued Monthly Board- 
ing reports, informing each unit of its 


standing. Enthusiasm for the new proj- 
ect grew rapidly. The Intercoastal 


Waterway -and the bayous and rivers of 
the Gulf Coast were patrolled. Several 
vessels which had previously been over- 
looked because of their inaccessability 
were inspected. 

By the end of fiscal 1952, the goal of 
10,000 had been exceeded by 3,650. The 
total constituted 60 percent of the board- 
ings made by the entire Service. 

Captain French and CDR Charles 
Tighe, Chief of the 8th District’s Search 
and Rescue Section also received letters 
of commendation from the Commandant 
for their initiative, zeal, and outstanding 
leadership during the drive. 
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14 Bergs Drift South Of 
48th Parallel This Year 


Preliminary reports from the 1952 In- 
ternational Ice Patrol revealed little 
movement of ice into the heavily travelled 
shipping lanes ; however, there were large 
concentrations of it along the entire coast 
from Argentia to Cape Chidley, Labrador. 

Field ice in the Notre Dame area of 
Newfoundland was the heaviest seen in 
that region for many years and it reached 
its southernmost extent in late April. 

Only 14 icebergs were estimated to 
have drifted south of the 48th parallel 
and none south of the 47th while last 
year three bergs drifted below the former 
point. 

Most of the ice observation this year 
was conducted with only one aircraft. 
No patrol cutters were required for ice 


duties. These factors contributed materi- 
ally in reducing the cost of the. 1952 
patrol. It is estimated that the air pa- 


trol flew more than 40,000 miles, spend- 
ing 2,785 hours in the air and searching 
more than 864,000 square miles. 

The ice patrol was secured on 16 June. 
Last year it lasted only until the middle 
of May. 

As in the years before, the CGC Ever- 
green conducted oceanographic surveys. 


Coast Guardsmen May Now 
Travel by MATS Planes 


The Commandant has been informed 
by the Department of Air Force that reg- 
ulations are being amended to make 
Coast Guard personnel eligible to travel 
en scheduled military aircraft while in 
a sick or regular leave status. 

Such travel will be authorized only 
while in a regular leave status on a space 
available basis with the lowest 
priority, under the same conditions as 
other military personnel of the Armed 
Forces. 


class 


When the Red Cross Blood Bank Mo- 
bile Unit visited the Yard late in August, 
315 pints of blood were contributed ; 163 
from civilian personnel and 152 from 
military. 













First Coast Guardsman’s 
Manual Has Been Published 


The first Coast Guardsman’s Manual 
to be published and adopted for general 
service use has been distributed to all 
training stations for training purposes 
and is being issued by the Coast Guard 
Institute as one of the texts for the Gen- 
eral Requirements course, and the Sea- 
man and Fireman courses, it has been 
announced by the Commandant. 

Printed and published by the United 
States Naval Institute of Annapolis, 
Maryland, the Manual as described by 
VADM Merlin O'Neill in its Foreword 
“will serve both as a training manual 
for recruits and as a reference book for 
other Coast Guard personnel.” 

The new manual will soon be available 
at Coast Guard Exchanges and commer- 
cial bookstores for those who wish a per- 
sonal copy at prices ranging around $3.00 
each. 

In its place heretofore, or since 1902, 
the familiar Bluejacket’s Manual has 
been standard equipment in lockers of the 
Coast Guard. However, this contained 
much material pertaining to larger ships 
of Navy, and did not give the reader ma- 
terial on tasks which were exclusively 
Coast Guard functions, such as Aids to 
Navigation, Search and Rescue, Mer- 
chant Marine Safety and Port Security. 

But as stated in the book’s Foreword, 
“the close relationship between Navy and 
Coast Guard is exemplified by the fact 
that two thirds of the Bluejacket’s Man- 
ual is included verbatim in the Coast 
Guard edition.” The »r°varation of the 
new chapters devoted to Coast Guard 
alone was made by CG officers who are 
experts in their particular fields. 

While the Institute publishes corre- 
spondence courses for each of the vari- 
ous ratings in the Coast Guard and nec- 
essary reference books are included in 
the material for these courses, a need was 
felt for a comprehensive Manual for the 
revised Seaman and Fireman courses, and 
for purely military duties of enlisted 
personnel. 

The most prolific contribution to the 
new Manual was CAPT Walter G. Ca- 
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pron, former Chief, Enlisted Personnel 
Division, who in addition to preparing 
material for several of the chapters, also 
assisted in the editing of some of the 
others. 

Capt Wilbur C. Hogan was responsi- 
ble for the compilation and over-all edit- 
ing and was assisted by Frederick Worles, 
Jr., JO1, illustrations; Eldon C. Ashcroft, 
PHC, photographs ; Joseph D. Lansinger, 
YN1, typing material, and Mrs. Permilla 
Codling, indexing. 

Valuable assistance to the project was 
given by CDR Roy S. Horn, USN (Ret.), 
managing editor of the United States 
Naval Institute Proceedings. 


RADM Wm. J. Wheeler, (Ret.) 
Comments on TAMPA’s End 


1301 CLoncurRRY Roap, NORFOLK, VA. 
17 Aug. 1952. 
From: Wm. J. Wheeler, RADM, Ret., 
USCG. 
To: Public Information Division. 


Subj.: Inviting attention to possible mis- 
understanding in U. S. Coast 
Guard Bulletin, Dated July 1952. 


1. The Coast Guard Bulletin for July 
1952 embodies the following statement on 
page 25 regarding the disappearance of 
the cutter TAMPA in World War I: “It 
is believed that she was torpedoed by a 
German Submarine.” 

2. Having been in command of the 
Cutter SENECA on the same duty as the 
TAMPA, I would submit that there seenis 
to be no doubt that the TAMPA was 
torpedoed by a German submarine, and 
I would outline the following details in 
connection with the disappearance of the 
TAMPA. 

3. I was in Miford Haven, Wales, soon 
after the loss of the TAMPA, and was 
authoritatively told that the “listening-in 
stations” on shore reported the presence 
of a German submarine in the immediate 
vicinity of the location of the loss of the 
TAMPA, at just about the time of her 
disappearance. This and the non-arrival 
of the TAMPA at Milford Haven the next 
morning led to the sending of every avail- 
able vessel to search for the missing 
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TAMPA, resulting in the location of 
much wreckage fully identified as from 
the TAMPA. Later two (2) bodies 
washed ashore on the coast of Wales 
which were identified as members of the 
TAMPA crew. 

4. In the session of 1920-1921, I at- 
tended the Naval War College, Newport, 
Rhode Island, and stationed there was a 
civilian intelligence officer whose name 
I do not recall who had been a part of 
the intelligence service in Germany fol- 
lowing the war. He informed me that on 
record in Germany was an account of the 
torpedoing of an American Coast Guard 
Cutter at the time and place that the 
TAMPA was lost, but the record identified 
the vessel as the SENECA, which had a 
silhouette very similar to that of the 
TAMPA. 

5. Furthermore, the June 1952 bulletin 
of the U. S. 8S. Tampa Coast Guard Post 
of the American Legion embodies an ac- 
count of a very impressive Memorial Serv- 
ice conducted at the grave of one of the 
two bodies picked up which was duly 
identified by a Liberty card found in the 
pocket of his uniform clothing as Seamzn 
James Marconnier Fleury of the TAMPA. 
This Memorial Service was held on Satur- 
day 24 May 1952 and was attended by 
more than fifty (50) members of the 
Tampa Post and their wives. A six-man 
firing squad supplied by Coast Guard 
Headquarters fired three (3)  vollies 
while a bugler intonated taps. This 
ceremony was held at Grace Episcopal 
Church Cemetery, Jamacia, Long Island, 
the final resting place of Seaman Fleury. 

6. Mr. Hamilton Cockran of Philadel- 
phia delivered the very fine Memorial ad- 
dress in which he outlined the remarkable 
and painstaking efforts of his good wife 
and himself tracing the reports of the 
finding and burial of the two (2) bodies in 
Wales. Mr. Cockran was stationed on the 
Coast Guard Cutter ALGONQUIN at the 
time of the loss of the TAMPA, and his 
wife whom he met in the war and is a 
native of the town, Pembroke, Wales. 
They visited Pembroke in 1951 and con- 
ducted a tireless search for records of the 
two bodies. After a great many discour- 


agements they found that the two bodies 


had been discovered by a now elderly lady, 
Mrs. Brace, who had left the village but 
was living a few miles away. Later cor- 
respondence with this lady, disclosed that 
the bodies had been buried in Lamphey 
Churchyard, and afterwards the body of 
Fleury had been disinterred by his rela- 
tives and returned to America. 

7. All resources of the Tampa Post were 
employed in locating the grave of Fleury, 
and finally through a newspaper article 
Post Commander Charles Wall was able to 
locate the grave of Fleury at Grace 
Church Cemetery. 

[s] Wm. J. Wheeler 
WILLIAM J. WHEELER. 


CGC Eastwind and North- 
wind Complete Assignments 


The CGC Eastwind, under the com- 
mand of CAPT O. A. Peterson, and the 
Northwind, under CAPT John A. Dirks, 
who has since been transferred to the 
8th District as operations officer, com- 
pleted another summer’s assignment with 
the U. S. Navy, Royal Canadian Navy 
and Canadian Department of Transport 
in the Arctic during Operation SUNDAC. 

Both ships were used for ice-breaking 
in and about Thule, Greenland, but the 
Eastwind specifically was assigned to the 
NANOOK 1952 operation to re-supply the 
isolated Arctic icebound joint American 
and Canadian weather stations. 

Working under the Task Group Com- 
mander, CAPT J. W. Callahan, USN, 
Commander Service Squadron FOUR, the 
operation marks the sixth consecutive 
year the American Navy ships have un- 
dertaken this important supply project 
and the fifth year in which a Coast 
Guard icebreaker has participated. 

Such missions are the only major means 
of replenishing these desolate bases 
which provide vital information for Arc- 
tic research and weather data as well as 
valuable scientific and geographic mate- 
rial for study by the U. S. and Canada. 


(Continued on page 80) 


(Editor’s Note: On the next two pages, 
scenes of this remarkable trip are 
printed). 
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LOOKING LIKE CRACKED WHITE FROSTING on a chocolate cake are these big sheets of ice 
(top) as the cutter Hastwind travels through them. The ship’s helicopter hovers 
near to get this shot of the vessel and of the oceangoing tug following close behind. 
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MOVING CAUTIOUSLY in a forest of hundreds of icebergs (top), the Cutters Northwind 
(background) and Hastwind traverse in Greenland fjord near one of the most 
active glaciers. Both icebreakers were part of a Navy task group. 
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(Continued from page 77) 

This year while en route from the 
operations base at Thule, Greenland, to 
supply Alert, the northernmost weather 
station in the world, located on the 
northeast tip of Ellesmere Island in the 
Canadian Northwest Territories on Dum- 
bell Bay, the CGC Eastwind, under the 
command of CAPT O. A. Peterson, USCG, 
met with Arctic ice up to 10 feet in thick- 
ness as it worked its way between and 
around the floes of solid ice having diame- 
ters up to 10 miles and criss-crossed with 
pressure ridges up to 50 feet in height. 
So difficult was this passage that 3 days 
were spent to cover 120 miles of travel. 

Tons of supplies and equipment were 
transferred ashore at Alert in a little 
over 18 hours as the ship’s crew and 
weather station personnel raced to take 
advantage of the short Arctic summer 
season threatening to close all passages 
back to Thule. 

It was during the return to Thule that 
the Hastwind through intervention of 
great ice packs reached what is believed 
to be the northernmost point ever touched 
by a ship under its own power, or to 82 
degrees latitude, 38 minutes, 20 seconds. 
This is within 442 nautical, or 508 statute 
miles of the North Pole. Thus the Fast- 
wind exceeded her own previous record 
established during the first supply mis- 
sion for Alert in the summer of 1950 
when she came within 450 miles of the 
Pole. 

The Fastwind has made four trips with 
Nanook missions; the first in 1948, and 
three successive ones since 1949 all under 
the command of CAPT Peterson. The 
Northwind has been involved in two 
Navy Arctic operations, the first in 1947. 
Aside from this summer’s duty with the 
Navy Arctic operations, the Northwind 
was also involved in one during the sum- 
mer of 1947. Soon after her release from 
this summer’s assignments, the ship par- 
ticipated in the rescue operations when 
the S. 8S. Foundation Star broke up and 
sank off the eastern seaboard during 
Hurricane Baker. 

Ice reconnaissance for the ships of the 
supply mission was provided by the 
RCAF and helicopters out of Thule, 
Greenland. 





CAPT John Rountree 
Named 3d Dist. C of $ 


Captain John Rountree has been des 
ignated chief of staff of the 3d Coast 
Guard District, and moves to the second- 
in-command post after 2 years as Chief, 
District Operations. 

A native of 
Swainsboro, Geor- 
gia, where he at- 
tended grammar 
and high schools, 
Captain Rountree 
graduated in 1924 
from the Coast 
Guard Academy, 
and for 3 years 
thereafter served 
aboard a patrol 
boat and the Coast 
Guard-manned de- 
stroyers Jouett, Downes, and Waimeright, 
from New London and Boston. Then, 
after 2 years as navigator of the Cutter 
Champlain, operating from New York, 
he became executive officer of the Cutter 
Yamacraw, based at Savannah. 

Captain Rountree returned to New 
York in 1932, to command the Cutter 
Daphne for 3 years. Following this, he 
was moved ashore to the Coast Guard 
Intelligence Unit. In 1937, he resumed 
sea duty as commanding officer of the 
Alaska-based Cutter Cyane. From this 
vessel, he moved to the Cutter Ingham, 
where he remained until 1942, when ap 
pointed Captain of the Ports of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. 

In 1943, Captain Rountree became 
Commander of Escort Division 20, which 
safeguarded convoys in the North At- 
lantic. For his performance of duty in 
this post, he was awarded the Legion 
of Merit, with Combat “V”. In Novem- 
ber 1944 he was reassigned to the Pa- 
cific, as Commander of the troop trans- 
port General William Mitchell, remaining 
until February 1946, when the vessel was 
transferred to Navy command. 

Returning to the United States, he 
served briefly as Deputy Commander of 
the Western Area, at San Francisco. 


CAPTAIN ROUNTREE 
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First CG Guard Ship Since Wartime 





THE CGC TAHOMA BROUGHT OUT OF STORAGE on the Great Lakes at Cleveland, Ohio is 
now a “Guard” ship at the Chesapeake Bay gate between Cape Henry and Cape 
Charles as part of the post-war port security program. 


CGC Tahoma Now 
A “Guard” Ship 


The CGC Tahoma, a 165-footer, that 
saw valiant duty patrolling the waters 
of the Atlantic between the United States 
and Greenland during World War II, has 
been recalled to active duty in the pres- 
ent port security program as “guard” 
ship at the 10-mile stretch of water be- 
tween Cape Henry and Cape Charles at 
the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay 
where she will challenge all vessels enter- 
ing that extraordinary water gateway. 

Although this sort of duty was typical 
of the wartime port security program, 
it is the first instance in the present pro- 
gram of a Coast Guard vessel acting as 
a guard ship. 

By visual signal or radio the Tahoma 
will effectuate the duty requiring a rapid- 
clearance of legitimate shipping and pro- 
tection of the vital ports of the Chesa- 
peake waters from illegal entries. 

Each ship will be asked to give its call 
sign, name, registry, home port, last port 
of call, destination in the Bay and esti- 
224510—52——2 





mated time of arrival at an imaginary 
line. 

While enforcement of the new duty al- 
ready lies within the powers of the Coast 
Guard, lack of equipment requires the 
voluntary cooperation of entering vessels 
in reporting to the Tahoma, 

The cutter, still steam-powered, is 
painted a bright yellow with the word, 
“Guard” in large black letters on each 
side. She has been newly equipped with 
radar and other devices to discover and 
signal arriving ships. 

Built in 1934 at Bay City, Michigan, 
the Tahoma in 1945 was returned from 
war duty to duty as a tender on the Great 
Lakes with her home port as Cleveland. 
From October 1947 until recalled to guard 
duty she has been in storage. 

LT T. M. Coyle is her present skipper 
and the vessel has an authorized com- 
plement of 7 officers and 61 men. 


7th, CG District Headquarters is now 
located on the third floor of the Pan 
American Building at 150 8S. E. 3d Ave- 
nue following a 4-year location in the 
same city on Tiger Tail Avenue. 
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Dr. Paul M. Stewart, Chief 
Medical Officer, Retires 


Dr. Joseph F. van Ackeren, USPHS, 
was appointed chief medical officer of the 
Coast Guard on 1 October when he suc- 
ceeded Dr. Paul M. Stewart who had 
reached the age of mandatory retirement. 

Dr. van Ackeren is a career officer of 
the Public Health Service, which with 
its forerunner the old Marine Hospital 
Service, has provided medical services to 
the Coast Guard since 1798. Dr. van 
Ackeren holds the rank of assistant Sur- 
geon General which is comparable with 





Dr. Paul M. Stewart, USPHS. 


Rear Admiral in the military services. 
He has come from the USPHS hospital in 
Seattle where he was medical officer in 
charge. From 1939 until 1944 he held a 
similar position in the USPHS Out- 
patient Clinic in Washington. 

In his new position, Dr. van Ackeren is 
planning and administering the general 
medical program pertaining to the health 
of Coast Guard personnel. Besides be- 
ing responsible for the over-all supervi- 
sion of nearly 95 physicians, dentists and 
nurses detailed to the ships and princi- 
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pal land units under the control of the 
Coast Guard, he will also serve as liaison 
officer between the PHS and the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery, US Navy. 

Dr. van Ackeren was born in Lindsey, 
Nebraska. He attended Creighton Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences and received 
his M. D. from Creighton University 
Medical School in 1926, the year he 
entered the Public Health Service as an 
intern at the U. 8S. Marine Hospital in 
New Orleans. Dr. van Ackeren's record 
includes overseas duty at the U. 8S. Con- 
suls in Dublin, Rotterdam, Naples, Ant- 
werp, Bergen, Warsaw, and Oslo. He 
has served in several of the medical care 
stations of the Service both as surgeon 
and administrator. 

Between his Washington, D. C., and 
Seattle tours of duty, Dr. van Ackeren 
was Medical Officer in Charge of the Pub- 
lic Heath Service Hospital at Baltimore. 
With their three children, Barbara Kir- 
sten, Thomas Rolf and Michael Rolf, Dr. 
and Mrs. van Ackeren will reside in 
Washinzton. 

Dr. Stewart is a native of Belle Center, 
Ohio. He took his pre-medical and train- 
ing at the University of Cincinnati, re 
ceiving his M. D. in 1914. After serving 
an internship at Cincinnati General Hos- 


pital, Dr. Stewart joined the Public 
Health Service in 1915. His Service 
career covers many important assign- 


ments in the medical care, quarantine, 
public health practice, research and ad- 
ministrative functional areas. He also 
participated in several community health 
investigations concerned with poliomyeli- 
tis, influenza and pellagra. 

Prior to his assignment to the Coast 
Guard, Dr. Stewart was chief, Division 
of Commissioned Officers, Public Health 
Service. 

Following his retirement from active 
duty, Dr. and Mrs. Stewart will continue 
to live at 2210 Wyoming Avenue, N. W., 
Washington. Their daughter, Mrs. Gio- 
vanna Kirby resides in Belvedere, Cali- 
fornia. They also have two sons, Paul 
M. Stewart, Jr., of New York, N. Y., and 
James A. Stewart, a student at George- 
town Preparatory School. 
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GLAMOUR WAS GIVEN to the CG Base at Terminal Island recently when actress Jean 


Peters, posed with CDR David H. Bartlett, left, CO of the Base; 
a helicopter used in a rescue shot for a 
and LTJG C. A. Fisher, co-pilot. 


Chapline, second from right, pilot of 
melodrama movie starring Miss Peters, 


W-—1 Service Time Is Cut 
To 3 Years by New Reg. 


An amendment to the Regulations for 
the Distribution of Warrant Officers of 
the Coast Guard for Basic Pay Purposes, 
dated 25 October 1949, will allow warrant 
officers to advance to W-2 pay grade 
after 3 years in W-1 instead of the 6 
years as required heretofore, according 
to an announcement from the office of the 
Secretary of Treasury. 

This change will answer the complaint 
of chief petty officers that they lose money 
when accepting a warrant in the W-1 
grade. 


LCDR Wm. E. 


According to the administration pro- 
cedure of the new amendment, records 
of W-1 will be screened for three uctive 
creditable years in service after which 
the rise to W-2 will be automatic. 

These grade raises will be processed as 
soon as possible but action has been 
somewhat delayed though only for a 
short while due to the regular warrant 
promotions being prepared. 

As the effective date of the amend- 
ment is 14 August, the grade raise will 
be either retroactive to that date for ad- 
vancing W-1s or to the date of completion 
for 3 years creditable service, whichever 
is later. 
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12th Dist. Civilian 
Employees are Awarded 


In connection with the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s Incentive Award Program, 
two 12th District Coast Guard civil serv- 
ice employees, William F. Wilkinson, 55, 
of Stockton and Fred J. Bodilsen, 64, of 
San Francisco, California, were given 
two of the first incentive awards pre- 
sented in that district when the former 
received a $40 check and the latter a $50 
check presented to them both by CAPT. 
H. C. Perkins, Chief of Staff of the 
district. 





WM. F. WILKINSON AND FRED J. BODILSEN 


Mr. Wilkinson, employed as a light 
attendant along the Stockton Deepwater 
Channel since 1935, suggested a time and 
money saving procedure of using a herba- 
cidal weed killer around minor naviga- 
tional lights on Stockton Channel while 
Mr. Bodilsen, who has been employed as 
foreman-machinist at the Depot on Yerba 
Buena Island since joining the service, 
suggested conversion of navigational 
buoy lanterns from acetylene to electric 
at an estimated savings of $1,650 for the 
first year alone. Mr. Wilkinson’s sug- 
gestion is estimated to save $900 per year 
when put into use. 


The Cutter Westwind, recently re- 
turned by the Russians to the U. S. fol- 
lowing a period of Lend-Lease use by 
them, was commissioned at the Coast 
Guard Yard on 22 September, and has 
been assigned a permanent station at 
New York. She is expected to depart the 
Yard about 1 January for her duty sta- 
tion where she probably will be used to 
break ice in the Hudson this winter. 


20 Ensigns Commissioned 
29 October OC Class 


Twenty candidates were graduated in 
the Officers’ Candidate Class 6-52 on 29 
August at the Coast Guard Academy and 
were commissioned ensigns in the Coast 
Guard Reserve. 

The ensigns and their first duty sta- 
tions are: 

Andrews, Warrent D.—Absecon. 

Brown, Wm. P.—Chambers WDE-491. 
Collins, Robt. A—Campbell WPG-32. 
Ferry, Arthur F.—Chautauqua WPG-41. 
Gaskin, John J.—Campbell. 

Glicken, Carl—Taney WPG-37. 

Gregg, Warner W.—Wachusett WPG-—44, 
Griebel, Phillip M—Aurora WPC-103. 
Hoeflinger, Theodore E.—CG Hdgs. 
Keenan, John B. A.—COTP 5th Dist. 
Murphy, James E.—Mesquite WAGL-305. 
Prewitt, James A. I1I—Westwind 

WAGB-281. 

Scott, Samuel H., Jr.—Westwind WAGB- 

281. 

Sluis, Simon—Falgout WDE-424. 

Snipes, Lory J.—Ingham WPG-35. 

Titlon, John E.—Falgout WDE-424. 

Warner, Paul—Cape May. 

Weeks, Wm. W.—Rockaway WAVP-377. 

Wienkop, Wm. C.—Matagorda WAVP- 
373. 

Woodroff, Wm. E.—Tahoma. 

This class is one of the smallest of 
the present officer candidate program and 
is about the size expected of the remain- 
ing ones. The next graduating class will 
matriculate 3 October. 


CGC Courier Broadcasts 
Programs to Soviet Union 


Regular broadcasts to the Near and 
Middle East, and to southern ports of the 
Soviet Union from the CGC Courier, first 
Voice of America ship, were to begin 7 
September according to the State De 
partment. 

Broadcasts in Armenian, Georgian, 
Azerbaijani and Tatar will be sent to the 
Soviet Union while Turkish, Persian, 
Hebrew, Arabic, and English programs 
will be directed to other localities. The 
cutter is now anchored at the Island of 
Rhodes in the Mediterranean. 
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RADM H. C. SHEPHEARD, chief of the Office of Merchant Marine Safety, at Headquarters 
is one of the many to congratulate John F. Oettl, retiring chief of the 8th District 
Merchant Marine Safety Division at retirement ceremonies for Mr. Oettl in New 


Orleans 28 August. 


Others present are (at left) CAPT James C. Wendland, his 


successor and (far right) CAPT Frank A. Leamy, Commander of the 8th District. 


8th Dist. Merchant Marine 
Safety Chief Retires 


John F. Oettl, for 34 years a leader in 
the field of Merchant Marine Inspection 
and Safety, retired 31 August in New Or- 
leans with triple honors. Mr. Oettl was 
chief of the Merchant Marine Safety Divi- 
sion for the 8th Coast Guard District. 

He was presented the Albert Gallatin 
Award of the Treasury Department, 28 
August at ceremonids at 8th District 
Headquarters. RADM H. C. Shepheard, 
chief of the Office of Merchant Marine 
Safety at Headquarters, flew to New Or- 
leans for the occasion and made the 
presentation. 

The retirement ceremony, presided over 
by Capt F. A. Leamy, 8th District Com- 
mander, was attended by all district divi- 
sion chiefs, officers and employees of the 
Marine Inspection Office in New Orleans. 

That evening New Orleans port and 
shipping officials with whom he had 
worked intimately for years in the inter- 
est of Merchant Marine safety, paid 


tribute to Mr. Oettl ata testimonial din- 
ner in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Roosevelt Hotel. 


The Coast Guard paid its other honor 
to him at a buffet and cocktail party at 
the New Orleans Port Security Unit Bar- 
racks, 30 August. 

Mr. Oettl’s career in marine inspection 
began in 1918 when the joined the Steam 
boat Inspection Service as an Assistant 
Inspector of Boilers in Seattle. 

In 1929 he went to Washington as a 
traveling inspector and in 1936 became 
the principal traveling inspector for the 
field at large. 

He came to New Orleans in 1939 as 
Supervising Inspector for the 4th District 
of the former Bureau of Marine Inspec- 
tion and Navigation. 

During World War II, Mr. Oettl served 
with the Coast Guard from August 1942 
until August 1946. After military re- 
lease from the Coast Guard he continued 
to head the 8th Coast Guard District 
Merchant Marine Safety Division in a 
civilian capacity. He held that position 
until his retirement. 





For the calendar year 1952 as of 20 
August, the ist. District has completed 
3,774 boardings. 
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CG Helicopter Rescues 


Burned Mountain Climber 


During the afternoon of 10 August, the 
13th District office was telephoned that 
two young men were reported as missing 
while climbing the peak of Mt. Stuart, 
59 miles east of Seattle. 

The Mountain Rescue Council, organ- 
ized for just such emergencies, asked for 
a CG communications truck which sped 
to the scene the next morning as the 
rescue network began pulsating in action. 
Soon one climber was located at a 7,000- 
foot level suffering from second and 
third degree burns on his back and legs 
from a lightning bolt that had killed his 
companion. 

On the morning of the 12th, a Port 

Angeles helicopter dropped a_ snoski 
stretcher to the surviving climber who 
was removed to an area where another 
CG helicoper could fiy him to hospital 
treatment the next morning. 
. In connection with this and other res- 
cues by the Service the following Letter 
to the Editor of the Oregonian, Portland, 
Oregon, daily newspaper, is of consider- 
able interest inasmuch as the writer is a 
Pendleton resident, living 250 miles in- 
land from the sea, whose relation to 
Coast Guard rescues would seem to be 
only newspaper and magazine articles 
about them: 

“In view of recent news events, I be- 
lieve it would be timely to publicly com- 
mend the varied and numerous services 
in lifesaving rescue operations performed 
by our United States Coast Guard. 

“All I know of them is from reading 
newspaper accounts of rescues, but their 
efficiency, which is likely overlocked in 
the more sensational details of a story, 
saves many lives and without their heroic 
efforts the story would have a grimmer 
aspect. Witness the recent rescue of the 
mountain-climbing lad struck by light- 
ning accessible by helicopter only. .. . 

“The U. S. Coast Guard works hard 
and long for the safety of many and this 
is to let them know that their work is a 
credit to them, the ‘always ready’. 

[S] Curistine D. Kern, 
Pendleton.” 


Recent Assignment Changes 


Recent assignment changes announced 
by the Commandant are the following: 
CAPT William B. Chiswell, ist CG Dist. 
to 12th CG Dist. Office as Chief, Personnel 
Division ; CAPT Spencer F. Hewins from 
CO of Ingham to Group, Galveston, 
Texas; CAPT Rufus E. Mrosezkowski, 
Trg. Sta. Alameda, to 12 CGDO as Chief, 
Readiness Section, Operations Division; 
CAPT Harold B. Roberts, Base, San Juan 
to 3 CGDO as Director of Reserve; CAPT 
Walter C. Capron, Desig. Chief, Program 
Analysis Division, Headquarters; CAPT 
Samuel F. Gray, COTP, Los Angeles to 11 
CGDO, Chief, Operations Division ;.CAPT 
Paul B. Cronk, COTP Boston to COTP 
Los Angeles as CO; CAPT Joseph E. 
Madacey, MMD, Naples to Headquarters, 
Office of Merchant Marine Safety ; CAPT 
Oliver A. Peterson, Hastwind to COTP, 
Boston and CAPT Ned Sprow, CO of 
Androscoggin to 1 CGDO as Operations 
officer. CAPT James D. Craik from 3 
CGDO to HQ (MVP). 


Yard Safety Program 
Makes Substantial Progress 


On the basis of the good progress made 
by the Coast Guard Yard in the reduc- 
tion of accidents, particularly those of 
the past 2 years, the Treasury Depart- 
ment Fire and Safety Council on 8 Sep- 
tember made an inspection of selected 
work areas of the Yard to observe the 
safety methods responsible for the out- 
standing record. 

The party included a representative of 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Treasury and over 30 persons frum the 
many Treasury Bureaus comprising the 
Council. 

Injury frequency rate at the Yard (per 
million man hours work) since 1949 is 
as follows: 1949—34.9% ; 1950—30.5%; 
1951—22.1% and for the first 2 months of 
1952—6.1%. This substantial decline is 
expected to continue during the balance 
of 1952. 





During August, 25 steel 40-foot utility 
boats were shipped from the Coast Guard 
Yard, 15 of which were for the Navy and 
10 for the Coast Guard. 
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THE COAST GUARD LOSES one of its colorful old timers as Chief Boatswain’s Mate Sam 
Pekkain is congratulated upon his retirement after 30 years’ service by LT M. I. 
Evgrofoff at the CG Depot, Yerba Buena Island, San Francisco, last August. 


Many Vacancies Exist in 
28 Petty Officer Ratings 


A recent analysis of the authorized 
rating structure and the present on board 
ratings of enlisted personnel reflects an 
excessive shortage in certain petty officer 
ratings. It is desired by the Comman- 
dant that on board strength of petty offi- 
cers be maintained up to that authorized. 
This can only be accomplished by cog- 
nizant District Commanders, and Com- 
manding Officers forwarding reports of 
examination in case of personnel quali- 
fied for advancement to first or second 
class petty officer even though there may 
be no vacancies in the unit or district 
complement. 

In case of personnel qualified for ad- 
vancement to third class and where no 
in the unit or district 





vacancies exist 


complement, authority should be re- 
quested from the Commandant to rate in 
excess. The Commandant will then be 
in a position to authorize their advance- 
ment within the overall complement of 
the Coast Guard. 

Listed below are the critical ratings 
and the vacancies, together with the num- 
ber of strikers, as disclosed by the latest 
compilations : 


Acting Vacancies 
a wales ghbwikidathde kk bs Se wii, whee 310 
BE ino esie dhe Sih nie hot es ae 326 
SRR SRE rE Ree Beh Sar 52 
Ria no. ita 2 ailathit ainda 218 
i pecdiaes one caren bape wi been nando ae 
Se eee ot ee ee 152 
SRE PS een Rea eee 167 
| _: AT OTE ESS Sais SR See fee a eee 
Mees Soe So Ae 178 
esa isse se aie eket Secu 185 














It should be remembered that only 
those ratings having the most acute 
shortage are tabulated. However, re- 
ports of examination in case of qualified 
personnel in other specialties should be 
submitted. These examinations will be 
placed on file and advancements will be 
authorized as vacancies occur. 





Recently members of the Fort Point 
Lifeboat Station in the 12th District 
noticed a Sea Scout monomoy sailboat 
with nine persons aboard cruising with 
what appeared to be too much sail for the 
existing breeze, consequently the look-out 
was told to keep a close check on the 
small vessel. Just 14 minutes later the 
boat capsized and in 12 minutes the sta- 
tion’s 38-footer was removing the Sea 
Scouts from the water. Alertness to 
possible danger seems always to pay with 
worth-while dividends. 





Navy Lends EM Assist 


Because of the shortage of electrician’s 
mates in the Coast Guard, the Navy has 
given the service a quota of 60 men to 
attend Class A electrician’s mate schools 
during August, September, and October. 
These schools are located at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training School and San 
Diego. 

Recently there was a shortage of ap- 
proximately 146 EMs, and at the present 
rate of training this gap will not be 
breached before August 1953. However, 
if the 60 man quota allowed by the Navy 
at its schools is filled, then the EM short- 
age may be filled by February 1953. 





During the year, Coast Guard surplus 
property with an acquisition value of 
$944,721 was transferred to other Gov- 
ernment agencies, and $1,819,565 was 
sold or donated to educational institu- 
tions under General Services Administra- 
tion. 





Water levels in the Great Lakes during 
the past year have set all-time record 
highs, causing much damage to shore 
establishments there. 
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Chief Aviation Machinists’ 
Mate Receives Air Medal 


The Air Medal was awarded to Donald 
Arthur Nystrom, ADC (AP) (P), USCG, 
by President Harry S. Truman for serv- 
ices as set forth in the following citation: 

“For meritorious achievement in aerial 
flight on the night of 24 February 1952, 
as pilot of a Coast Guard helicopter en- 
gaged in rescuing two men stranded on a 
rock offshore near Point Descanso, Baja 
California, Mexico. Although forced to 
fly most of the way on instruments with 
an unlighted instrument panel, and de- 
spite haze, darkness, close proximity to 
hazardous terrain and the absence of 
lights or navigational aids, Nystrom 
demonstrated expert airmanship in 
reaching the scene in a minimum length 
of time. The location of the men in dis- 
tress was pointed out by the headlights 
of several automobiles parked on the cliff 
overlooking the scene. After making an 
unsuccessful pass from seaward, Ny- 
strom made an approach from the 
beach, descending over the side of a cliff 
until close to the sea surface. In the 
glare of the helicopter’s landing lights, 
the helpless men could be seen struggling 
against the flooding tide and heavy swells 
breaking over the rock. Hovering in 
total darkness, Nystrom successfully 
maintained the aircraft in position until 
the men were separately hoisted to 
safety. The efficiency and dispatch with 
which this rescue was accomplished un- 
doubtedly prevented these men from be- 
ing swept off the rock and dashed against 
the cliff. In a mission almost without 
precedent in helicopter operations, Ny- 
strom displayed outstanding skill, cour- 
age and determination. His unwavering 
devotion to duty reflects the highest 
credit upon himself and the United States 
Coast Guard.” 





Coast Guardsmen who commanded 
LST’s during the last war will be inter- 
ested to know that five of the vessels— 
larger and faster than their wartime 
prototype are being built at Bath, Maine, 
for the Navy. One already launched is 
numbered the 1156. 
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General Service Gyro- 
Compass Course Now Ready 


A new general service course in Gyro- 
Compass that is primarily for elec- 
trician’s mates and other artificer rates 
who must care for gyrocompasses and 
associated equipment but will also be of 
much interest to officers, quartermasters, 
and other personnel to whom a knowledge 
of the subject may be useful, has been 
announced by the Institute. 

Completion of the course does not qual- 
ify the student to become a gyro-elec- 
trician as to be that one must apply for 
and complete the Sperry or Navy gyro 
schools. The course is built around the 
various manufacturers’ manuals and in- 
struction books covering the equipment 
used in the Coast Guard. No prerequisite 
is necessary for enrollment. 

The course is presented in five lessons 
with the following titles: (1) Theory 
and Fundamental Principles of the Gyro- 
scope—Errors of the Gyro-Compass— 
Sperry Marks VI and VIII compasses; 
(2) Sperry Marks XI and XIV Com- 
passes; (3) Sperry Mark XVIII Com- 
pass—Follow-up Systems; (4) Transmis- 
sion Systems—Power Supplies—Auto- 
matic Correction Devices; (5) Operation 
of Compasses—The Arma Dead-Reckon- 
ing Analyzer—Sperry Self-Synchronous 
Alidades and Course Recorders—Syn- 
chro Amplifiers—Supplies—Logs and 
Records. 

To other than electrician’s mates the 
course is specifically recommended for 
enlisted engineering personnel having to 
do with the operation of gyro-compasses, 
engineering and student engineering offi- 
cers, and line officers. Those who are 
preparing for enrollment at a gyro school 
will also find the course of great help. 


Plastic Construction in 
Production Stage at Yard 


A 10%-foot dinghy has been produced 
by the facilities of the Coast Guard Yard 


as the first production boat in its new 


plastic-construction program. 
Although the Yard has built 18 plas- 
tic boats previously, the dinghy, built in 


September, is the first product of the 
production phase of the over-all program. 
During the developmental stage, the yard 
built 10 Raven-class sailboats now at the 
Academy, one 24-foot cargo boat, four 
monomoys, three 40-foot picket or utility 
boats. The first plastic boat, the cargo 
type, was produced in December of 1949. 

First tests on the new plastic dinghy, 
a round bilge-type constructed of polyes- 
ter resin reinforced with glass cloth and 
mat, proved interesting in initial cost 
and expected maintenance. It is fitted for 
rowing or outboard motor power, and 
will replace the present 10-foot wooden 
dinghy. 

The production program calls for 14 
such boats to be built in the 1952 pro- 
gram and 24 in the ’53 program. 

In addition to being a more stable boat 
than its predecessor, much favor-is ex- 
pected to be found because of the ease of 
repair and almost complete freedom from 
maintenance needs. No _ preservative 
treatment is required and the hard pig- 
mented resin surface needs no more than 
an occasional washing to maintain its 
original appearance. The weight of the 
old and. new type dinghy remains about 
the same. 

It is expected that other type boats may 
be produced of plastic to substitute for 
their wooden prototype now used in the 
service when adequate experience proves 
the feasibility of such a program. 





Find 45 Star Flag at LH 


While taking inventory of equipment 
at the Dungeness Light Station near Port 
Angeles, Jalif. recently, Commander 
Johnson, CO of the Seattle Base, found a 
45-star American flag marked by the let- 
ters, “USLHB” indicating that it had 
been used when lighthouses were not 
under Coast Guard authority but iastead 
within the old Lighthouse Establishment. 
Flags of this nature were used in the 
Lighthouse Service before the advent of 
Oklahoma, New Mexico and Arizona be- 
coming states. The flag was given to 
the Puget Sound Maritime Historical 
Society by RADM Norman H. Leslie, 
Commander of the 13th District. 














Three More Revised 
Institute Courses Ready 


Boilerman Third (3d Ed.), Quarter- 
master Second (2d Ed.) and Damage 
Controlman First (1st Ed.) are the three 
new courses to be issued by the Coast 
Guard Institute in its continuing revi- 
sion program. Applications for the new 
course will be accepted immediately. 

The lessons and titles of the Boiler- 
man’s course which is preparation for 
advancement to the rating of BT2 are: 
(1) Boilers and Boiler Construction; 
(2) Pumps; (3) Fuel Oil Systems and 


Burners; (4) Boiler Feed Water; (5) 
Steam Plant Operations; (6) Boiler 
Maintenance and Repair; (7) Safety 


Valves, Piping and Soot Blowers; (8) 
Casualties and Their Handling; (9) Oil 
and Water King; (10) Shipboard Dam- 
age Control and (11) Blueprint Reading. 
The Institute has discontinued issuing 
the present Boilerman Third Course (2d 
Ed.). 

The Quartermaster Second course is 
made up of the following lessons and 
titles: (1) Rules of the Road; (2) The 
Compass; (3) Time and Date; (4) Tide 
and Tidal Currents; (5) Charts and Pub- 
lications ; (6) Piloting; (7) Loran-Radar- 
Nautical Astronomy Terms; (8) The 
Weather and (9) Communications. No 
more issue of the present QM2 course 
(1st Ed.) will be made. 

Damage Controlman First course, offer- 
ing excellent preparation for advance- 
ment to the rating of DCC is comprised 
of these lessons: (1) Damage Control 
Organization and Boat Repair; (2) Spe- 
cialized Woodwork in Damage Control; 
(3) Painting; (4) Evolution of Firefight- 
ing; (5) Pipe Fitting, Welding and 
Strength of Materials; (6) Layout Pro- 
cedures, Standards, Diagrams, Piping 
Systems and Drydocking; (7) Principles 
of Stability; (8) Records and Reports; 
(9) Supplies for the Non-Storekeeper 
and (10) Safety Precautions. 

An air-sea rescue exhibition was given 
by the Coast Guard at the San Diego 
Harbor Days celebration held in that 
city the last 2 days of August. 
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Western Rivers Panel 
Met in St. Louis 4 Sept. 


Representatives from industry, opera- 
tors and owners of vessels operating on 
the western rivers gathered to present 
their views, suggestions and recommen- 
dations for greater cooperative efforts 
with the Coast Guard at the annual 
meeting of the Western Rivers Panel of 
Consultants to the Merchant Marine 
Council which was held 4 September. 
Chester C. Thompson, president of the 
American Waterways Operators and 
chairman of the panel, presided at the 
meeting. The Commandant, Chief, Of- 
fice of Merchant Marine Safety, and other 
officers from Headquarters attended. 

The one-day meeting had for its agenda 
navigational problems on western rivers 
such as relocation of lights and buoys, 
port security, screening of merchant ma- 
rine employees, testing of life preservers 
and other safety measures. 


Tax Benefits Given 
Servicemen Selling Homes 


All servicemen and women who sell 
their principal residences for a gain (a 
price higher than that paid for the resi- 
dence) may have until 1 January 1954 in 
which to purchase another residence, and 
not be taxed unless the selling price of 
the old exceeds purchase price of new, 
and providing the service personnel are 
serving on extended active duty. 

Extended active duty is defined in or- 
der to get this relief from income taxa- 
tion, nonrecognition of gain from sale of 
residence, as any period in excess of 90 
days or for an indefinite period. 

Should a serviceman not purchase an- 
other residence in the stated time period 
then he is liable for income taxation on 
his gain in the sale of the old property. 


Coast Guard amendment pages to the 
Navy Uniform Regulations 1951 are being 
distributed. Complete copy for the Coast 
Guard consists of a binder, basic Navy 
Uniform Regs 1951, CG Amendment No. 1 
and Navy change memorandum 1-1. 
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RENDEZVOUS AT JACOB’S ROCK—12 small boats of the Coast Guard Auxiliary and one 
Auxiliary airplane are shown moored here to the CG Academy pier at New London 


during the 7th annual rendezvous of the 3d District Auxiliary. 


RADM Louis B. 


Olson, commander of the 3d CGD and Bert Pouncey, Jr., national commodore of 


the Auxiliary, took a review of the facilities on the Thames River. 


Meetings and 


a banquet during the occasion were held in the Academy’s Reserve Administration 


building. 


Oregon Auxiliaryman Is 
Awarded Lifesaving Medal 


RADM N. H. Leslie, Commander, 13th 
Coast Guard District, in behalf of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, presented the 
Gold Life Saving Medal on 16 August to 
Erick Lundberg, a member of Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 at Depoe 
Bay, Oregon. The medal was awarded to 
Mr. Lundberg for his rescue of Charles 
Youngblood, a fellow fisherman, off Depoe 
Bay on 28 May 1951. The citation, signed 
by Secretary Snyder, reads as follows: 

“For extreme and heroic daring on the 
afternoon of 28 May 1951, when he 
rescued from drowning a man whose 
fishing boat had been sunk by heavy seas 
off the coast of Neskowin, Oregon. Lund- 
berg was alone tending crab pots from 
his boat some distance away when he saw 
two men clinging to a mast, the only part 
of the sunken vessel showing above water. 
Demonstrating excellent seamanship, and 
despite the heavy seas, gale-force winds, 
and the danger of fouling his propeller in 
lines from the sunken vessel, Lundberg 





manuevered his boat through the breakers 
and close to the mast, where he passed a 
line to one of the survivors and pulled 
him aboard. Before Lundberg could aid 
the other survivor, however, the man was 
washed off the mast and drowned. Lund- 
berg then put out through heavy surf and, 
after reaching calmer waters, set off 
flares to attract attention to the scene, 
and then proceeded to Depoe Bay, Lund- 
berg displayed outstanding courage, 
initiative and fortitude while endanger- 
ing his life during this rescue.” 


Florida Auxiliaryman 
Rescues Two CG Flyers 


Florida Coast Guard Auxiliarists were 
credited with the rescue of two Coast 
Guard personnel and an assist in salvage 
operations when a Coast Guard heli- 
copter from CGAS St. Petersburg crashed 
into the Gulf of Mexico early on 4 Sep- 
tember. 

A Coast Guard lieutenant and his petty 
officer crewman were slightly injured in 
the crash, a mile off Madeira Beach, Fla. 
They were given first aid aboard the 








92 


Coast Guard Auxiliary rescue boat by a 
hospital corpsman flown to the scene in 
a PBY. Both men later were trans- 
ferred to a nearby hospital for treatment. 

The Auxiliary boat, skippered by Al 
Wheeler, commander of Auxiliary Flo- 
tilla 7 at Madeira Beach, and the heli- 
copter were enroute to investigate reports 
of a burning vessel several miles off 
shore. Cause of the alarm proved to be 
dense boiler smoke from a tanker. 

“The helicopter started to circle my 
boat,” Mr. Wheeler reported, “when sud- 
denly it swung up to about 500 feet, then 
started to spin down, tail first. One of 
the men appeared to leave the plane 
before it crashed, and the other went 
down with it. They bobbed up in their 
life vests, so it was easy to get to them.” 

CDR Joe G. Lawrence, commanding 
officer of the St. Petersburg Air Station, 
was ferried to the crash scene in the 
boat of another Auxiliarist, Don Clymer, 
a party fishing boat skipper. Crewmen 
of the CGC Cosmos, using a buoy dropped 
by Mr. Wheeler as a marker, secured the 
first line to the wreck by diving with 
shallow water gear and flippers. The 
helicopter was raised by the CGC Juniper. 

The crash and rescue came three days 
after a demonstration rescue staged by a 
Coast Guard helicopter and witnessed by 
thousands of residents of the area at a 
Labor Day Lions Club carnival. 


CG League Opens Membership 
To Auxiliary and Public 


James E. Staudinger of Philadelphia, 
a World War II veteran, was elected na- 
tional commander of the Coast Guard 
League at its 7th Annual National Con- 
vention held 10-13 September at Toledo, 
Ohio, when some 250 delegates and guests 
convened for the annual occasion. 

Other officers elected were: Miguel A. 
Jolorado, San Juan, P. R.; H. A. Shana- 
field, Chicago ; Joseph Sousa, Boston, and 
Mrs. Raymonde M. Theill, San Francisco, 
all vice commanders—Francis A. Marks, 
Washington, D. C., as paymaster—Arnold 
M. Blumberg, Philadelphia, as judge ad- 
vocate and Joseph Magaldi, Boston, as 
assistant judge advocate. 
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The delegates voted to hold the 1951 
National Convention in San Juan, P. R. 
Later during the session Coast Guard 
Commandant VADM Merlin O’Neill, who 
attended the convention with CAPT Leon 
H. Morine, Chief, Public Information 
Division and LCDR A. J. Caliendo, lLiai- 
son officer, reappointed LCDR Caliendo 
as liaison officer for and with the Coast 
Guard League for 1953. 

As the result of an amendment to its 
National bylaws, past and present mem- 
bers of the CG Auxiliary are now eligible 
for active membership without regard to 
previous military experience. An asso- 





for all persons generally interested in the 


ciate membership was also std Inthe 
Coast Guard. 


Memphis Navy League Pulled 
From Mud by CG Auxiliary 


Hard aground on a Mississippi River 
sandbar is no place for a blue water 
sailor. But that’s what happened to 30 
or more of them—all members of the 
Memphis (Tenn.) Navy League. Faces 
lit up like neon signs when the stranded 
sailors were rescued by members of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

Adding insult to injury, the Navy had to 
appeal to the Army through the District 
Engineer for floating equipment to pull 
the Navy League’s grounded LSI back 
to the channel. Coast Guard Auxiliaries 
transferred the stranded sailors to shore. 

Old time Memphis residents were re- 
minded of the misfortune of the Navy 
monitor U. S. 8S. Amphitrite, which 
grounded on a nearby bar in August 1910, 
and didn’t get off until May 1912. By 
that time, many of the Amphitrite’s crew 
had married Memphis girls and settled 
thereabouts. 

To take some of the red out of the Navy 
League’s face, local newspapers recalled 
that not long ago the Army put one of its 
towboats high up on a sandbar. By the 
time there was enough water to take her 
off the master and crew were eating 
greens out of the garden they planted 
around her. Old Man River is full of 


rich, fragrant topsoil. 
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New Gl Bill Provides Many Benefits 


Part |—Education, Loans, and Unemployment Allowances 


Through passage of a new GI Bill, 
known as Veterans Readjustment Assist- 
ance Act of 1952, Public Law 550, 82d 
Congress, benefits comparable to those 
granted WW II veterans are now avail- 
able to Coast Guard Reservists and others 
who served in the Armed Forces any place 
in the world since the start of the Korean 
war on 27 June 1950. 

The new law provides five types of 
benefits, all aimed to help the Reservists 
in their return to civilian life. Included 
are education and training; guaranteed 
or insured loans for homes, farms or 
businesses ; unemployment compensation ; 
mustering-out pay; and job-finding help. 


EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


Allow a veteran of 11% days of training 
for each day in service after 27 June 1950, 
regardless of where the service was per- 
formed, up to a maximum of 36 months. 

Those Reservists, who have previously 
trained under earlier veterans training 
laws, the WW II GI Bill or Public Laws 
16 or 894 for the disabled may receive as 
much as 48 months combined training, 
minus whatever time previously spent 
under these earlier programs. 

A Reservist may train in school or col- 
lege, on-the-job or on-the-farm so long as 
the school or training establishment has 
been approved by an appropriate State 
crediting agency and meets certain other 
requirements of the law. Only one 
change of course program is allowed, 
except under certain conditions deter- 
mined by the Veterans’ Administration. 

In order to meet part of their expenses 
of training and living costs, GI bill 
trainees will receive $110 a month if 
with no dependents, $135 a month if with 
one dependent or $160 a month if with 
more than one dependent providing they 
are in full-time training at schools or 
colleges. Those in training less than full 
time will receive lower monthly rates. 

Monthly amounts for on-the-job 
trainees are $70 without dependents; $85 
with one dependent and $105 with more 





than one dependent. The maximum for 
institutional on-job trainees are $95, $110 
and $130 respectively. The law requires 
that on-job and on-farm rates be reduced 
at four-month intervals as the training 
progresses and the veteran’s own earn- 
ings increase. 

Those veterans taking institutional on- 
farm training must devote full time to 
their programs. 

The new GI Bill places a $310 a month 
ceiling on job training, regardless of 
dependency status. Should a veteran’s 
training allowance plus his earnings as a 
trainee exceed this amount, VA will re- 
duce that allowance accordingly. For all 
other trainees, there is no ceiling on the 
amount they may earn without loss of 
subsistence. 

Monthly allowances will be paid the 
veteran sometime after the end of each 
month of training completed. But before 
being so paid, the VA by law requires a 
certification from both the veteran and 
his school or training establishment that 
he was enrolled in and pursuing his 
course during that period. 


LOANS 

The loan provisions of the new GI Bill 
for Korean veteran Reservists are the 
same as those now in effect for WW II 
veterans; however, some changes have 
been made to protect the interest of home- 
buying servicemen. 

The amount of VA guarantee on a loan 
is the same for both groups of veterans. 
Home loans may be guaranteed for up to 
60 percent of the loan but the guaranteed 
portion may not exceed $7,500. Other 
real estate loans may be guaranteed 
up to 50 percent, with a $4,000 top. 
Non-real-estate loans, such as GI busi- 
ness loans, may be guaranteed for up to 
50 percent with a $2,000 ceiling as to the 
guarantee. All such loans also may be 
insured. 

VA’s direct loan program, now in effect 
for WW II veterans, has been extended 
to veterans who served since 27 June 
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1950. Under the program, VA may make 
loans directly to veterans, but only in 
certain areas where 4 percent GI loan 
money is not available. 

In the case of WW II veterans who 
have returned to active duty, their unused 
loan entitlement under the WW II GI 
Bill will be replaced by the same amount 
of entitlement under the new law. The 
result is that they will not be bound by 
the GI loan deadline of 25 July 1957, as 
established by the earlier law. Under 
the new law, they have 10 years from the 
end of the present emergency to obtain 
GI loans. 


NEXT MONTH: UNEMPLOYMENT AND MUSTER- 
ING-OUT PAYMENTS—HOW TO OBTAIN 
THEM. 


Reserve Units Test Sea Legs! 


It was a summer of rollin’ seas and 
salt breezes for 43 officers and 83 enlisted 
men in organized Coast Guard Reserve 
Units. 

As members from ORTAUGS (Organ- 
ized Reserve Vessel Augmentation Train- 
ing Units) and VRTUS (Volunteer 
Reserve Training Units), completed 
training at sea during the first quarter 
of fiscal 1953. 

Underway shipboard training was 
conducted aboard CGCs, PCs and DEs off 
both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 


District Reserve Policy 
Boards Are Convened 


District Reserve Policy Boards are 
convening at their respective headquar- 
ters as directed by the Commandant in 
Reserve Memorandum No. 11-52. 

The establishment of District Reserve 
Policy Boards was patterned after the 
Coast Guard Reserve Policy Board which 
convenes annually at Headquarters. 
District Commanders are directed to as- 
semble their Boards during the first quar- 
ter of each fiscal year and submit their 
recommendations concerning Reserve 
policies and procedures to the Coast 
Guard Reserve Policy Board at Head- 
quarters. 

Each board consists of 7 officers, at 


least 4 of whom must be Reservists. No 
Reserve officer shall serve on this board 
for longer than 2 consecutive years. 


Weather Studies Subject 
of New York VTU Program 


Fair weather or foul !—The September 
lecture program for Volunteer Reserve 
Training Unit No. 3-5 in New Rochelle, 
N. Y., is teaching its members to forecast 
the weather and cope with the elements. 

Weather lectures scheduled by the 
Unit’s Commanding Officer, LCDR Lester 
W. Newton, will include Organization 
and Orientation, Temperature and Heat, 
Humidity, Atmospheric Pressure, and 
Winds. 

Executive Officer, LCDR William J. 
Condon, and Training Officer, LT Michael 
Todd, will assist in the Drill Schedule 
and Training Program. All lectures will 
be held at the New York State Armory 
in New Rochelle. Training aids to be 
used are Donn’s Meteorology, Blair's 
Weather Elements, Hydrographic Office 
and U. S. Weather Bureau publications 
and motion picture films. 

LCDR Leon G. Telsey, who previously 
conducted a fine training program for 
the unit on The Use of the Maneuvering 
Board, will lecture in the new program. 





RETIREMENTS 


Effective 1 Sept. 








AGE 62 


Everett M. Ward (X) CDR—CDR* 
James L. Rafter (X) LCDR—LCDR 
Cahir M. Dempsey (X) LCDR—LCDR 


PHYSICAL DISABILITY 


Lloyd B. Kennedy (X) CDR—LCDR* 
John M. Cross (X) CDR—LCDR* 
David BE. Green CBOSN—CBOSN* 
Francis 8. Hutton CMACH—CMACH* 
Robert S. Pierce CPCLK—CPCLK* 


(Ranks are present and retired status.) 
*May be advanced on retired list to highest 
grade satisfactorily held. 
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Service Deaths 














SOUTHWICK, Henry Clay, Jr., CBOSN 
(R), 22 May, Natural, VA Hospital 
sronx, N. Y. NOK: Henry Clay South- 
wick, III (son), 331 Hilltop Drive, 
Stanford, Conn. 

KUZMA, Edward Stanley, CPH.M., Ret., 
30 June, Natural, Shenandoah, Pa. 
NOK: Martin Kuzma (father), 225 E. 
Mt. Vernon St., Shenandoah, Pa. 

McDOWELL, Ted “CC”, MoMM1, Ret., 12 
August, Natural, NOK: Unknown at 
this time. 

HOWARD, Leroy, TN, 16 August, Sui- 
cide, off duty, CGC Westwind. NOK: 
Mamie Howard (widow), Gen, Dely., 
Raine, S. C. 

DEAN, William Leo, LCDR, Ret., Nat- 
ural, Brighton, Mass., USPHS Hospi- 
tal. NOK: Marie Virginia Dean 
(widow), Box 193, Upper County Rd., 
Dennisport, Mass. 

DENASH, Martin Edward, LCDR, Ret., 
18 August, Natural, NOK: Elizabeth 
Walsh Denash (widow), The Hill 
House, Brasstown, N. C. 

GARTON, Edward Walter, SKC, Ret., 21 
August, Natural, Coral Gables, Fla., at 
VA Hospital. NOK: Mary Margaret 
Garton (widow), 424 Lafayette Dr., 
Miami Springs, Fla. 

EVANS, James Martin, Surfman, Ret., 12 
August, Natural, NOK: J. Maurice 
Evans (son), Ocean View, Del. 

BENTON, Thomas O., SA, 29 August, 
Drowned, off duty, St. George Base. 
NOK: Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Ford Ben- 
ton (parents), 711 20th Ave., South 
Belmar, N. J. 

BROWN, Russell John, MM1 (P), 31 
August, Auto Accident, off duty, Toledo 
Depot. NOK: Mary Genevieve Brown 
(widow), 515 Belden, NE, Canton, 
Ohio. 

WATSON, David Washington, CBM (a) 

Ret., 30 August, Natural, Chincoteague, 

Va. NOK: Mrs. Bertha T. Watson 

(widow), 307 N. Main St., Chinco- 

teague, Va. 


ROCKWELL, James Louis, BM3 (P), 31 
August, Auto Accident, off duty, 
USCGC Balsam. NOK: Mr. and Mrs. 
George P. Rockwell (parents), Route 
3, Wapato, Wash. 

TEEPLE, Fernell W., BMC, 4 September, 
Natural, 12th CGD. NOK: Mrs. Ar- 
lamay Jean Teeple (widow), 518 
Johnson St., Sausalito, Calif. 

SHOWERS, George, SA, 7 September, 
Drowned off duty, CGC Ramsden, 
NOK: Mrs. Florinne H. Showers 
(mother), 3732 Mt. Vernon St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

FREY, Harry E., BMC, 7 September, 
Natural, Cincinnati, Ohio, CGC Sumac. 
NOK: Grace E. Frey (widow), 1040 
Glenna Dr., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

EWELL, William O., Former Surfman, 
Ret., 30 August, Natural Causes, 
Norfolk Hospital. NOK: Cora Ewell 
(daughter), Virginia Beach, Va. 

MOLLYCHECK, Frank, Keeper LHS, 
Ret., 4 September, Heart Attack, Mt. 
Pleasant, S. C. NOK: Estate of 
Franto Mollycheck. 

McDERMOTT, Eugene, Machinist LHS, 
Ret., 10 August, Pneumonia, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., NOK: Mrs. Agnes Farrell 
(niece), Washington, D. C. 

WILCOX, Ernest G., Surfman, Ret., 11 
August, Natural, Bath Veterans Hospi- 
tal, N. Y. NOK: Mrs. Ruth Krem- 
heller (daughter), RFD 1, Mexico, 
N. Y. 

MOORE, George, BMC, Ret., 4 Septem- 
ber, Natural. NOK: Margaret R. 
Moore (widow), Marshallberg, N. C. 

PICKELL, Randall H., FN, 8 August, 
Natural, Bishop, Calif. NOK: Mrs. 
Colene Wheeles (mother), Hunting- 
ton Park, Calif. 

SHULER, Kelton R., SN, 18 September, 
Natural, Detroit, Mich., CGC Acacia, 
NOK: Shirley Shuler (widow), 12941 
Dwyer St., Detroit, Mich. 

NEWMAN, Charles H., Keeper LHS, 
Ret., 20 June, Natural,: So. Brooks- 
ville, Me. NOK: Mrs. Charles H. New- 
man (widow), Box 15, So. Brooksville, 
Me. 

HAND, Enoch G., Keeper LHS, Ret., 4 
April, USPHS Hospital, Staten Island, 
a A 
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In the Line of Duty .. . 


Aveust 25, 1952. 
CapTain W. W. KENNER, USCG, 
Commander, 17th OG District, 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear CAPTAIN KENNER: This letter expresses our appreciation for the splendid 
cooperation and support provided by the men and equipment of your command 
during our Malaspina Glacier work in mid-August. Without the assistance provided 
by your group our work would have been considerably more difficult. 

I would like to record particularly the faithfulness and efficiency with which Lt, 
D. M. Reed and the crew of his plane carried forth their assigned duty. It was a 
pleasure to work with your men and they contributed measurably to the speed and 
success with which our task was completed. 

Very truly yours, 
[S] Rosert F, SHarp, 


AvuGustT 28, 1952. 
CoM MANDER, 
13th U. 8. Coast Guard District, 
Seattle, Washington 

Dear Siz: The Isthmian Steamship Company wishes to express its appreciation for 
the excellent service performed by Captain Glen Rollins, Lieut. Langley, and the crew 
of the USCG Weather Ship 4 YV “Falgout” on Aug. 14 in latitude 30 degrees, 54 
minutes north, longitude 165 degrees, 30 minutes east. 

At 1400 hours ship’s time on the afternoon of August 14, a passenger, Joyce Boese, 
age 7, was accidently shot through both legs by a stud from a Marine Drive-It kit. 
The ship promptly sent out a radio message requesting medical aid, which was 
immediately answered by the “Falgout’” 98 miles away. Within 3 hours time, 
Lieut. Langley was aboard the SS Steel Artisan performing surgery which un- 
doubtedly saved the girl’s left leg and further complications. 

We and the parents of the child, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Boese, American missionaries 
destined for Bangkok, Thailand, are therefore grateful to record another instance 
where the U. S. Coast Guard has rendered valuable service and assistance to another 
vessel of the U. 8S. Merchant Marine. 

Very truly yours, 
[S] W. R. Freeman, 
Marine Superintendent, 
Isthmian Steamship Company. 


Aveust 5, 1952, 
New York, N. Y. 
To THE HEADQUARTERS, 
Coastal Guards, USA, 

GENTLEMEN: Before leaving your good country after a business trip, which hag 
so sadly been interrupted by the fire aboard the SS Black Gull and from which we 
had such a very narrow escape, we wish to express our sincere thanks to the Com- 
mander, officers and crew of the Mackinac for all the assistance they have given us 
and the courtesy shown to us during the voyage from the ill-fated spot in the Atlanti¢ 
Ocean to New York. 

We will never forget this great kindness. 

Very truly yours, 
[S] J. pE Nope, 
P. SPAADERMAN. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1952 
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|Historical Supplement . . . 


(Reprints from “THEY HAVE TO GO OUT") 








ice Breaking 1936-1941 


Under an Executive Order dated December 21, 1936, the Coast Guard was directed 
to assist in keeping open channels and harbors by means of ice breaking in accordance 
with the reasonable demands of commerce. The increased demands for iron ore, 
both in 1940—41 and especially with the inauguration of the Lend-Lease Program on 
March 11, 1941, moved Congress to authorize the chartering of ice-breaking vessels 
on the Great Lakes. Ice-breaking operations which followed resulted, with the co- 
operation of Coast Guard cutters, in the opening of the “Soo” canal on March 28, 
1941, earliest ever recorded since records were established in 1855. As a result, 
the loading of iron ore at Lake Superior ports totalled 6,900,000 tons in the single 
month of April 1941, as against an all time previous high of 3,770,555 tons. This 
represented a clear gain, im volume of iron ore available for national defense at this 
critical juncture in our history, such as could have been had in no other practical way. 


Port Security 1940-1946 


On June 27, 1940, the President issued a proclamation, supplementing his proclama- 
tion of September 8, 1939, which had declared that a limited national emergency 
existed, and had invoked the powers conferred upon him in such emergency by the 
so-called Espionage Act of June 15, 1917. This second proclamation empowered the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make rules and regulations governing the anchorage 


and movement of any vessel, foreign or domestic, in the territorial waters of the 
United States, and to inspect such vessels at any time, and place guards on them, 
in order to secure them for damage or injury, or so as to prevent damage or injury to 
any harbor or waters of the United States; to take full possession and control of 
such vessels, removing the officers and crew and all other persons, not specially 
authorized by him to go or remain on board. 

With this step the Coast Guard became entrusted with the immensely important 
function of Port Security. These powers came almost simultaneously with the 
powers conferred on the Service by the Dangerous Cargo Act of October 9, 1940, 
which gave the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation of the Department of 
Commerce, and the Coast Guard, joint jurisdiction over every vessel, domestic and 
foreign, regardless of character, tonnage, size, service or method of propulsion, on 
the navigable waters of the United States, its territories and possessions, not in- 
cluding the Panama Canal and Philippines, but excluding public vessels and tankers. 
It forbade vessels carrying 12 or more passengers to transport, carry, convey, store, 
stow or use on board detonating fuse. Transportation of such explosives on other 
than passenger vessels was permitted only under regulation of the Secretary of 
Commerce. This control of dangerous cargoes came none too soon, for in the ealendar 
year 1940, our total exports of ammunition and explosives had totaled $56.4 million 
and by April 1941 had already reached $31.2 for a third of that year. The navigable 
water front real property of the country which these regulations were designed to 
protect, was ascertained to be valued in 1942 at $3,700,000,000 with an additional 
$895.4 million of personal property in waterfront warehouses. The real property 
included some 5.1 million linear feet of wharfage over which 1.2 billion tons of cargo 
had passed in 1939. 

(Continued next month) 





Four TIMES Sergeant Lee’s platoon 
had taken, then lost, the hill near 
Ip-o-ri. On the fifth try, the sergeant 
was leading. A Red grenade hit him, 
seriously wounding both legs. Refus- 
ing assistance, he advanced by crawl- 
ing. He caught a rifle bullet in the 
back. Still he wouldn’t be stopped. 
Finally, with 12 survivors, he took 
the hill. Sergeant Hubert Lee says: 


“In thirteen years of soldiering, 
I’ve seen brave enemies defeated— 
because things had collapsed back 
home. That’s why I appreciate how 
important it is that people like you 
are buying U.S. Defense Bonds. 


M/Sst. 
Hubert L. Lee, usa 


Medal of Honor 


“T’m told that you, and millions of 
others, own 50 billion dollars in our 
country’s Defense Bonds. That’s 
strength! A man can face a hill when 
he knows people like you are keep- 
ing our homeland strong.” 

* - . 

Now E Bonds earn more! 1) All Series 
E Bonds bought after May 1, 1952 aver- 
age 3% interest, compounded semi- 
annually! Interest now starts after 6 
months and is higher in the early years. 
2) All maturing E Bonds automatically 
go on earning after maturity —and at the 
new higher interest! Today, start invest- 
ing in better-paying Series E Bonds 
through the Payroll Savings Plan! 


Peace is for the strong! hor peace and prosperity 


save with U.S.Defense Bonds! 


The U. S. Government does not pay for this advertisement. It is donated by this publication 
in cooperation with the Advertising Council and the Magazine Publishers of America. 
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